Class II alloantigen induced on corneal endothelium. Role in corneal allograft rejection.
The expression of Class II major histocompatibility complex (MHC) antigens on corneal cells can be increased in vitro by (gamma-interferon) and in vivo in inflammatory reactions. The expression of Class II MHC by corneal endothelium of New Zealand White (NZW) rabbits during the rejection of corneal allografts was demonstrated by immunoperoxidase staining. Class II MHC expression by corneal endothelial cells may facilitate rejection of corneal allografts.